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ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL 

DISTRICT GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
In order to earn a diploma from Littlerock High 
School, students must meet specific criteria: 

Pass Algebra 1. 
Earn a total of 230 credits by passing with 
a grade of D or higher, the specific 
required courses outlined below. 

Students wanting to go to a 4-year 
College/University must pass all of the UC 
approved a-g courses with grades of C or 
higher. 

 
SOCIAL SCIENCE [UC a category] 30 credits 

World History 10th grade 
U.S. History  11th grade 
Civics/Economics 12th grade 

ENGLISH  [UC b category]  40 credits 
MATHEMATICS [UC c category] 30 credits 
SCIENCE [UC d category]  20 credits 

Biological   
Physical    

VAPA or FOREIGN LANGUAGE 10 credits 
HEALTH     10 credits 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (P.E.) 20 credits 

P.E. 1  09th grade 
P.E. 2  10th grade 

ELECTIVES   70 credits 
Minimum Credits to Graduate 230 

STUDENT’S DAILY PROGRAM 

All students are expected to take a full program of 

six subjects each semester.   

All classes are full year classes unless otherwise 

noted. 

Any changes of programs must be completed in 

writing through the Guidance Office. 

In order to progress to higher math, laboratory 

sciences or foreign language, a student should 

maintain a final grade of “C” or better in the 

prerequisite course for both semesters. 

Each student selects courses based upon their 

educational goals, their test scores in reading or 

math, past grades, and/or teacher 

recommendations. 

Students repeating classes that they have already 

earned a grade of D will have the credits removed 

from the lower grade and issued to the new one. 

If the first semester of a class is failed, then the 

student must make up the class during a first 

semester; likewise, a second semester, class failed 

must be made up during a second semester.  

Failed required classes are to be made up during 

summer school or in supplemental instruction. 
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STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

Students or parents interested in small group or 

individual instruction in the areas of special needs 

such as educationally mentally handicapped, 

learning disabilities group, special day class, 

speech therapy, partially sighted, and/or deaf and 

hard-of-hearing, should contact their school 

psychologist.  Admission to these programs is 

through a formal evaluation and planning 

procedure.  Students may not automatically enroll 

in any of these programs until after a formal 

evaluation has been completed and the 

appropriate specialists have determined that a 

particular program is the most appropriate for 

that student’s needs. 

TEACHER ADVISORY GROUP [TAG] 

TAG serves as an information delivery system, 

instead of taking time out of academic classes.  

TAG teachers start with a class of freshmen and 

keep them for four years, giving the students 

continuity.  This creates a unique relationship, and 

serves as the testing class for TAG students.  TAG 

teachers have a chance to talk to the students 

about grades, extracurricular activities, school 

spirit, and programs that are available to them.  

TAG is the great social mixer/leveler.  Students 

make friends in TAG that they might not have 

made through their academic courses.  TAG has 

gone through various permutations, but it remains 

the home base for many of the students. 

(From Littlerock High School WASC Self Study 

Report, 2010-2011, pgs. 33-34) 

Details: TAG is each held each Monday (one day a 

week only) for approximately 19 minutes. When a 

school holiday falls on a Monday, TAG is held on 

that Tuesday. 

MINIMUM PROFICIENCY STANDARDS 

In accordance with California Education Code, 

students must pass Algebra 1 or a higher level 

math class in order to receive a high school 

diploma.   

All students must demonstrate proficiency in 5 out 

of 6 areas of physical fitness criteria as tested by 

the California Physical Fitness Test (Fitness Gram).  

Students will be given the opportunity to pass the 

test during Physical Education (P.E.) 1 and P.E. 2.  

If a student does not demonstrate mastery by the 

end of P.E. 2, the state may require the student to 

take a P.E. 3 Elective during their third and fourth 

year of high school until they pass the test.  

CLASSROOM CITIZENSHIP 

REQUIREMENTS 

To be eligible for participation in extra/co-

curricular activities/ interscholastic competition 

and ultimately, the graduation ceremony and 

senior activities such as Grad Night and Prom, 

each student shall maintain a positive record of 

citizenship.  If a student receives more than three 

“U” grades he/she shall be ineligible for school 

activities for the quarter following that grading 

period.  There will be no makeup for the “U” in 

citizenship.   

A senior must meet citizenship eligibility 

requirements in the final two quarters of their 

senior year in order to participate in graduation 

ceremonies.  Administration reserves the right to 

deny participation in graduation ceremonies, per 

board policy, to students with significant discipline 

concerns.  

PROGRESS REPORTS / REPORT CARDS 

Reports to students and parents are issued four 

times each semester as follows (all are mailed 

home): 

 Mid-Quarter Progress Report, in September 

and February; these grades are NOT 

permanently recorded 

 Quarter Report Card, in October and March; 

these grades are NOT permanently recorded 

 Another Mid-Quarter Progress Report, in 

November and April; these grades are NOT 

permanently recorded 



3 
 

 Semester Grades in December and June; 

these grades are permanently recorded on 

transcripts 

ATHLETICS/ACTIVITIES ELIGIBILITY  

Student must have at least a “C” Grade Point 

Average (2.0 GPA) as of the last quarter report.   

Student must have a satisfactory citizenship grade 

(no more than two “U” grades) in a grading period.  

CREDIT RETRIEVAL 

It is the intent of the Board of Trustees that all 

students progress at least to a normal rate of 

earning credits throughout their four years of high 

school.  When available, students will be allowed 

to make up these credits in an after school 

program and/or during summer school.   

By their junior or senior school year, if a student 

falls too far behind in credits, they will be placed in 

an alternative continuation school setting in order 

to facilitate the retrieval of credits in a quicker 

manner than remaining on a comprehensive site 

such as Littlerock High School (LHS) is possible.  

The Board has identified the following credit 

criteria for students to remain at their 

comprehensive site: 

As a result of this, a Littlerock High School we have 

implemented the following credit guidelines to 

include three possible alternate programs for 

students to retrieve deficit credits: 

Start of On-Track Age Academic Resources 

9b 25 - 30 <16 <25 Tutoring and Opportunity 

10a 50 - 60 <16 <50 Tutoring and Opportunity 

Start of On-Track Age R. Rex LCS After LCS 

10b 80 - 90 >16 <50 51 - 60 110 - 120 

11a 110 - 120 >16 <80 81 - 90 140 - 150 

11b 140 -150 >16 <110 111 - 120 170 - 180 

12a 170 -180 >16 <130 131 - 140 190 - 200 

12b 190 -200 >16 <185     

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)  

Students at Littlerock High School are encouraged 

to take the most rigorous coursework possible in 

order to provide them with an enriching 

educational experience that affords them the 

academic preparation necessary to ready 

themselves for an enriching post-secondary 

experience.  In order to ensure that students are 

ready for the university setting, Advanced 

Placement courses are offered and taught at a 

much more rigorous level than the core curriculum 

offered at Littlerock High School.  Because 

students have the potential to earn college credit 

for these classes, instructors are teaching the 

classes at a college level. Students will be required 

to do extensive critical thinking and writing.  These 

courses are yearlong courses and students are 

expected to remain in the course for the entire 

year.  Advanced Placement courses earn a .02 

weighted grade point factor if they earn a grade of 

C or better, and have the ability to earn college 

credit if scoring a 3 or higher on the Advanced 

Placement subject tests that they can take in May 

of each school year.   

Littlerock High School prides itself in offering a 

variety of Advanced Placement courses.  It may 

vary from year to year but here is a list of courses 

that have been offered or are being considered: 

Art History, Biology, Calculus AB, Calculus BC, 

Chemistry, Computer Science Principles, Computer 

Science A, English Language, English Literature, 

Environmental Science, Government US, Human 

Geography, Physics A, Psychology, Spanish 

Language, Spanish Literature, Statistics, Studio Art, 

U.S. History and World History. 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

DIPLOMA PROGRAM [IB]  

The IB Diploma program is located at Quartz Hill 

High School (QHHS) and requires an Open 

Enrollment application during the student’s 

sophomore year. 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program 

is a two year rigorous academic curriculum that 

requires acceptance through an application 

Year in School 
Credits Required to Remain at LHS 

First Semester Second Semester 

Third Year 95 125 

Fourth Year 145 185 
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process. The IB Program prepares students for 

advanced placement in college and if qualified 

(through a battery of tests, completion of an 

extended essay, a creativity-action-service project 

[150 hours] and Theory of Knowledge) students 

will receive a special diploma from the 

International Baccalaureate Program.  

Students in the QHHS IB program are required to 

maintain both satisfactory academic progress and 

citizenship. Students may be removed from 

Honors or IB classes if their grades fall below a “C” 

or if they demonstrate inappropriate behavior. 

These courses are yearlong courses and students 

are expected to remain in the course for the entire 

year. IB courses earn a .02 weighted grade point 

factor if they earn a grade of C or better, and some 

of the courses have the ability to earn college 

credit if scoring a 4 or higher on the SL/HL subject 

tests that they can take in May of each school 

year. The proposed IB sequence of courses is 

located below: 

ADDITIONAL IB INFORMATION AND 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Healthful Living needs to be completed in Summer 

School prior to the 9th grade year, or online 

through the AV Virtual Academy in order to meet 

prerequisite courses for the International 

Baccalaureate Program. An IB required class, 

Theory of Knowledge will be in the summer before 

the student’s senior year as well as seventh period 

during the fall of the senior year. 

1. Chemistry SL, Music SL, Psych SL, Theater 

HL, Visual Art HL 

2. Music SL, Physics SL, Psych SL, Theater 

Arts HL2, Visual Arts HL2 

VALEDICTORIANS  

The scholastic requirement for selection of 

valedictorians is based upon the District grade 

point average calculation on a 4.0 grading scale 

with a bonus factor for Honors, Advanced 

Placement, and International Baccalaureate 

classes.  Valedictorian candidates shall have a 

minimum 4.0 GPA, no grade lower than C, and all 

grades on the transcript shall be used except those 

in non-academic courses, such as physical 

education, student aide and all related types of 

positions, work experience, and all special 

education courses.  The first seven semesters are 

used in calculating the GPA and only students with 

transfer grades from another high school that is 

accredited will be recognized.  

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 

The Littlerock High School counselors are here to 
serve students in a variety of ways. Students meet 
with their counselor: 

 To set educational and vocational goals 

 To obtain help in selecting those courses that 
will help students reach goals 

 To work out solutions to school-related 
problems 

 For career planning 

 To obtain information about universities, 
colleges, trade schools, financial aid, etc. 

 To obtain help in dealing with personal 
problems 

 SPRING REGISTRATION 

Each year at the beginning of the second 

semester, students select courses for the following 

year. Students’ selections should be based on 

graduation and/or college entrance requirements, 

and on your own special needs and interests.  The 

four-year plans and the Course Description Booklet 

should be used in making course selections. 

Counselors will work with students on course 

LHS QHHS 

9th 10th 11th 12th 

World History AP US History AP History of 
Americas IB HL 

2 

History IB SL 

English 9 Honors English 10 
Honors 

English IB HL 1 English IB HL 2 

Alg 2 or Geo/Trig Geo/Trig or 
Trig/PreCalc 

Math IB SL Calculus AB AP 

Principles of 
Biomedical 

Sciences 

Chemistry 
Honors 

Biology IB HL 1 Biology IB HL 2 

Spanish 1 or 2 
Honors 

Spanish 2 or 
Spanish AP 

Spanish 3 
Honors 

Spanish IB SL 

P. E. 1 P. E. 2 6th Subject 
Option1 

6th Subject 
Option2 
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choices and review progress towards graduation. 

This is the only opportunity students have to select 

their courses; counselors will program students who 

do not return registration materials by the deadline. 

IN ORDER TO DO THIS SUCCESSFULLY, 

STUDENTS NEED TO: 

 Know the requirements for graduation and for 

college preparation. 

 Know the expectations and requirements for 

career goals. 

 Discuss career and college goals with parents. 

 Complete the course selection sheet provided 

by the guidance office, including student and 

parent signatures, while keeping in mind the 

college major or career choice being 

considered. If needed, students should visit 

the College and Career Center to explore 

courses in subjects that interest them as well 

as possible careers. 

 Circle a required course within each core 

academic subject area. 

o 9th grader required academic courses 

include a Behavioral Science, English, 

Mathematics, Science, and a Physical 

Education class plus one elective 

course. 

o 10th grader required academic 

courses include a Social Science, 

English, Mathematics, Science, and a 

Physical Education class plus one 

elective course. 

o 11th grader required academic 

courses include a Social Science, 

English, Mathematics class plus three 

elective courses.   

o 12th grader required academic 

courses include a Social Science and 

English class plus three or four 

elective courses.   

 Circle alternative elective courses so that 

there are options when attempting to build a 

schedule. 

o 9th and 10th graders will circle a 

minimum of four elective courses. 

o 11th graders will circle a minimum of 

seven elective courses.  If a student is 

four-year College bound, then an 

additional science, fine art or foreign 

language should be included in the 

electives.  If a previous academic 

requirement has not been met, 

students should include that course 

now as one of their electives.   

o 12th graders will circle a minimum of 

seven elective courses.  If a student is 

four-year College bound, then an 

additional math, science, fine art or 

foreign language should be included 

in the electives.  If a previous 

academic requirement still has not 

been met, students must include that 

course now as one of their electives. 

 Between the classroom presentation and the 

day that you are to meet with the Counselors, 

you need to enter all of the choices that you 

made in the sheet you’re your PowerSchool 

portal. 

 Bring the completed and signed Course 

Selection Sheet, AP/Honors contract if 

requesting an AP or Honors class and your 

transcript to the meeting with the counselors. 

THINGS TO REMEMBER WHILE 

COMPLETING THE COURSE SELECTION 

SHEET 

For each course completed successfully, students 

receive credit towards the requirements for 

graduation. A course which is conducted over the 

entire school year provides ten credits, five credits 

per semester.  Our district requires 230 credits in 

order to graduate. Students should read the 

section Graduation Requirements in this guide to 

understand the number of credits needed for 

graduation. 

The following courses are the only semester 

courses offered at LHS;  Civics, ESS Civics, 

Government & Politics United States AP, 

Economics, Economics Honors, ESS Economics, 

Marching Band and Wind Ensemble.   
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With the exception of the identified semester 

classes, all of the rest of the courses at Littlerock 

High School are year-long courses which means 

that students are expected to remain in their 

chosen classes for the entire year, student should 

not be requesting a change at the semester.  

When signing up for a class, students have made a 

commitment to take that class and should remain 

in that class regardless of class rigor or student 

difficulties in achieving a passing grade.  In order 

to meet the rigor of a course and to earn a passing 

grade, students should speak frequently with their 

teachers regarding their progress, use all available 

resources such as after school teacher-led tutoring 

and Academic Survival Skill Workshops on campus, 

as well as online tutoring offered on the internet. 

Because of their commitment to a class, students 

need to learn how to adjust their habits and 

practices in the face of a challenge, strengthening 

their coping skills and building character; facing a 

difficult task head on rather than quitting.   

CHOOSING A CAREER PATHWAY; A 

PERSONALIZED EDUCATIONAL PLAN 

Jobs in the twenty-first century will require both 

high academic and technical skills. Primarily 

because of ever-changing technology, our society 

will see many new job titles and work areas added 

each year. That makes it especially important for 

students to begin thinking early about what types 

of occupations they might want to pursue and 

then plan a rigorous high school program that will 

give them more opportunities for success. 

FOUR-YEAR EDUCATIONAL PLANS 

Students are encouraged to develop a four-year 

educational plan. Sample plans are provided 

below. Students should select the one that best 

reflects their educational and vocational goals and 

use it as a guide. This plan will remain flexible and 

can be altered if goals change. However, it will 

give students a framework within which to work 

during their four years at Highland. Students will 

work with their counselor on developing this plan. 

 

 

SAMPLE FOUR-YEAR EDUCATIONAL PLANS 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE*, TECHNICAL 

VOCATIONAL PROGRAM OR WORK 

9th Grade 10th Grade  

     Health   World History  

     English 9  English 10 

     Algebra 1  Algebra 2 

     Biology  Chemistry 

     P.E.   P.E. 

     Elective#  Elective+ 

 #Recommend a required art or foreign language 

+Recommended elective courses in their vocation 
 

11th Grade 12thGrade  

     U.S. History   Civics/Economics  

     English 11  English 12 

     Geometry   4 Electives 

     3 Electives 

*For students not planning to transfer to a university 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENT 

TRANSFERRING TO A UNIVERSITY 

9th Grade Health  

  English 9 or English 9 Honors 

  Algebra 1 or Algebra 2 

  Biology 

  P.E. 

  Visual or Performing Art 
 

10th Grade World History or World History AP  

  English 10 or English 10 Honors  

  Algebra 2 or Geometry 

  Chemistry 

  P.E. 

  Foreign Language 
 

11th Grade U.S. History or U.S. History AP  

  English 11 or Lang & Comp AP 

  Geometry or Trig/PreCalculus 

  a-g approved Science 

  Foreign Language 

  Elective* 
 

12th Grade Civics or Gov & Politics US AP 

  English 12 or Lit & Comp AP 

  Trig/PreCalculus or Statistics AP 

  a-g approved Science 
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  Economics or Econ Honors 

  Elective* 

*Preferably an additional academic course or A-G 

approved elective 

 

UNIVERSITY-BOUND HONORS STUDENT   

9th Grade Health 

  English 9 Honors 

  Algebra 2 

  Biology 

  P.E. 

  a-g approved VAPA 
 

10th Grade World History or World History AP  

  English 10 Honors 

  Geometry 

  Chemistry 

  P.E. 

  Foreign Language 
 

11th Grade U.S. History or U.S. History AP  

  English Lang and Composition AP 

  Trigonometry/PreCalculus 

  a-g Science 

  Foreign Language 

  Elective* 
 

12th Grade Gov & Politics US AP or Civics 

  English Lit and Composition AP 

  Calculus AB AP 

  a-g Science highly suggested

  Economics Honors or Economics 

  Foreign Language if UC-bound 

  Elective* 
 

*Preferably an additional academic course or A-G 

approved elective 

 

POST HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 

Students are encouraged to seek academic, 

vocational, and college counseling throughout 

their four-year stay at Littlerock High School.  In 

this way students can make certain that they are 

taking appropriate vocational courses or are 

satisfying admissions requirements for the college 

of their choice.   

VOCATIONAL TRADE SCHOOLS 

Entrance requirements for business, trade, and 

technical schools vary.  Students may obtain 

information from various directories in the Career 

Center as well as by seeing their counselor.  

Students should also be aware that scholarships 

and grants are available to qualified students who 

attend these schools.   

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY (JUNIOR) 

COLLEGES 

Community colleges admit any student who is a 

graduate of a high school or is at least 18 years of 

age.  Antelope Valley College (AVC) is our local 

community college.  However, students may 

attend a community college outside of the 

Antelope Valley.  Students may take courses of 

interest to them, can prepare for employment 

after a course of study which may lead to an 

Associate degree, or can complete the general 

education requirements and then transfer them to 

a university.   

CALIFORNIA STATE ADMISSION 

REQUIREMENTS [CSU] 

Admission is based upon the student’s grade point 

average (grades obtained in 10th, 11th and 12th 

grades, excluding P.E. and non-academic courses) 

and bonus points for each “C” or better in 

approved honors courses, in ratio with an SAT or 

ACT score.  Students with a GPA lower than 2.0 do 

not qualify for regular admission.  The complete 

Eligibility Index table is available on the 

www.csumentor.edu website.   

Students must complete a specific course 

sequence called the “a-g” pattern of courses and 

receive a “C” or better in each course in order to 

be considered for admission:  

 

a History / Social Science 2 years 

b English 4 years 

c Mathematics  

    [Algebra 1 & 2, and Geometry] 

3 years 

UC rec 4 

d Laboratory Science  

   [Biological & Physical] 

2 years 

UC rec 3 

http://www.csumentor.edu/
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e Foreign Language [must be the same 

language]  

2 years 

UC rec 3 

f Visual or Performing Art 1 year 

g Elective Courses [chosen from the 

subject areas listed above or 

approved college prep electives] 

1 year 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (UC) 

REQUIREMENTS 

Student has to meet the same a-g pattern as the 

California State University system.  The courses 

you take to fulfill the Subject Requirement must 

be certified by the University as meeting the 

requirement and must be included on your high 

school’s UC certified course list.  Your counselor 

will have a copy of this list.  In addition the lists are 

available online at www.ucop.edu/doorways/list   

UC A-G SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS  

a - History/Social Science; 2 years required  

Two years of history/social science, including one 

year of World History, Cultures and Geography; 

and one year of U.S. History or one-half year of 

U.S. History and one-half year of Civics or 

American Government.   

b - English; 4 years required  

Four years of college-preparatory English that 

include frequent and regular writing, and reading 

of classic and modern literature.  Not more than 

two semesters of ninth-grade English or no more 

than one year of ESL-type courses can be used to 

meet this requirement.   

c - Mathematics; 3 years required, 4 years 

recommended  

Three years of college-preparatory mathematics 

which include the topics covered in Elementary 

and Advanced Algebra and two- and three-

dimensional Geometry.  Approved Integrated 

Math courses may be used to fulfill part or all of 

these requirements, as may math courses taken in 

the seventh and eighth grades that your high 

school accepts as equivalent to its own math 

courses.  

d - Laboratory Science; 2 years required, 3 years 

recommended  

Two years of laboratory science providing 

fundamental knowledge in two of these three core 

disciplines: Biology (which includes Anatomy, 

Physiology, Marine Biology, etc.), Chemistry and 

Physics.  The final two years of an approved three-

year integrated science program may be used to 

fulfill this requirement.  Not more than one year of 

ninth-grade laboratory science can be used to 

meet this requirement.  

e -Language Other than English; 2 years required, 

3 years recommended  

Two years of the same language other than 

English. Courses should emphasize speaking and 

understanding, and include instruction in 

grammar, vocabulary, reading, composition and 

culture.  Courses in a language other than English 

taken in the seventh and eighth grades may be 

used to fulfill part of this requirement if your high 

school accepts them as equivalent to its own 

courses.   

f - Visual and Performing Arts (VPA); 1 year 

required  

Two semesters of approved arts courses from a 

single VPA discipline: Dance, Drama/Theater, 

Music or Visual Art.   

g - College Preparatory Elective; 1 year required  

One year (two semesters), in addition to those 

required in "a-f" above, chosen from the following 

areas: Visual and Performing Arts (non-

introductory level courses), History, Social Science, 

English, Advanced Mathematics, Laboratory 

Science and language other than English (a third 

year in the language used for the "e" requirement 

or two years of another language).   

 

 

ELIGIBILITY IN THE LOCAL CONTEXT (ELC)  

ELC is a program by which the University of 

California identifies top-performing California high 

school students. Unlike the broader statewide 

eligibility pathway, which seeks to recognize top 

students from throughout the state, ELC draws 

http://www.ucop.edu/doorways/list
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qualified students from among the top 9 percent 

of each participating high school. 

To be designated as ELC, a student must have 

attended an eligible, participating California high 

school, satisfactorily completed a specific pattern 

of 11 UC-approved courses prior to the start of 

senior year, and have a UC-calculated GPA that 

meets or exceeds the top 9 percent GPA 

benchmark established by UC for their school. To 

maintain the ELC status, the student must satisfy 

the general admissions requirements including the 

successful completion of the 15 required “a-g” 

courses, maintain a 3.0 GPA and submit an official 

copy of ACT with Writing or SAT Reasoning Test 

scores. 

The University assigns extra points for up to four 

units of University-certified honors level, 

Advanced Placement and International 

Baccalaureate Higher Level and designated 

Standard Level courses taken in the last three 

years of high school: A=5 points, B=4 points, C=3 

points. No more than two years of UC-approved 

honors level courses taken in the tenth grade may 

be given extra points. A grade of D in an honors or 

advanced placement course does not earn extra 

points. 

PRIVATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

Entrance requirements vary from institution to 

institution. It is important, therefore, that students 

obtain catalogues for all schools being considered. 

The Career Center has catalogues from many 

different institutions.  The counselors can give 

students the address of any college in the country 

if they wish to send for their own copies of 

catalogues. Also, most institutions have their 

information available on the Internet. Serious 

consideration concerning college application 

should begin no later than the 11th grade. 

Students are encouraged to see their counselor for 

college and financial aid information. 

Students are urged to visit college campuses 

before applying.  Information on special college 

visitation days and on how to arrange for your 

own tour is available in the Counseling Office and 

through the Daily Bulletin announcements. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

The prerequisite course listed with each course 

description is the teacher driven strongly 

recommended background necessary for student 

success in that course.  Although the courses do 

have ability levels, the courses are not ”tracked” 

as students do move up and down levels during 

the high school career. 

We strongly encourage students to maintain a 

reasonable balance among academic course load, 

extracurricular activities, and personal time to 

contribute to their social and emotional well-

being.   It is extremely important for students and 

parents to make an informed decision during the 

registration process regarding which course and 

level is most appropriate for the student. 

Due to a variety of factors, the selection of a 

course and level should be considered a year-long 

commitment.  In order to maintain class sizes that 

are equitable for all students, it has become 

difficult to switch levels once the schedule has 

been completed.  As a result there can be no 

guarantee that a space will be available in another 

course or level during a preferred period. 

AGRICULTURE 

Advanced Interdisciplinary Science for 

Sustainable Agriculture 12583 aka Agriscience 

Systems Management 

1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 

Open to grades: 12 

UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 

Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or 

better grade   

Description: This integrated class combines an 

interdisciplinary approach to laboratory science 

and research with agricultural management 

principles. Using skills and principles learned in the 

course, including the chemical and biological 

principles that govern plant science and crop 

production, students design systems and 

experiments to solve agricultural management 

issues currently facing the industry. Additionally, 

students connect the products created in this class 
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with industry activities to link real world 

encounters and implement skills demanded by 

both colleges and careers. The course culminates 

with an Agriscience experimental research project 

in which students design and conduct an 

experiment to solve a relevant agricultural issue. 

Final projects will be eligible for Career 

Development Event competition at FFA events. 

Throughout the course, students will be graded on 

participation in intracurricular FFA activities as 

well as the development and maintenance of an 

ongoing Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) 

program. 

 

Agriculture and Soil Chemistry 01018 aka Ag 

Chemistry 

1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 

Open to grades: 10 

UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 

Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or 

better grade   

Description: This course explores the physical and 

chemical nature of soil as well as the relationships 

between soil, plants, animals and agricultural 

practices. Students will examine properties of soil 

and land and their connections to plant and 

animal production. Using knowledge of scientific 

protocols as well as course content, students will 

develop an Agriscience research program to be 

conducted throughout the first semester of the 

course. To complete that whole project each 

student will investigate and test an Agriscience 

research question by formulating a scientific 

question related to the course content, 

formulating a hypothesis based on related 

research, conducting an experiment to test the 

hypothesis, collecting quantitative data, and 

forming a conclusion based on analysis of the 

data.  The result of this research program will be 

an in depth research and experimentation paper 

that is technically written, based on scientific 

protocol, and cited using APA formatting.  

Additionally, students will develop and present a 

capstone soil management plan for agricultural 

producers, using the content learned throughout 

the course. Throughout the course, students will 

be graded on participation in intracurricular FFA 

activities as well as the development and 

maintenance of an ongoing Supervised 

Agricultural Experience (SAE) program. 

 

Agriculture Mechanics 1   01031  

1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 

Open to grades: 9-12 

Description: This course is designed to develop 

the basic mechanical abilities necessary in modern 

agriculture.  Topics include: shop and tool safety, 

hand and power tool use, carpentry, sketching and 

drawing, basic welding, painting, concrete, cold 

metal, and tractor operation skills.  All students 

are required to participate in FFA leadership skills 

building activities as a part of their grade (20%).  In 

addition, all students are expected to maintain a 

viable supervised agriculture education program 

as a part of their grade (20%). 

 

Agriculture Mechanics 2   01032  

1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 

Open to grades: 10-12   

Prerequisite:  Ag Mechanics 1  

Description: This course is a continuation of 

Agriculture Mechanics 1.  Topics include: wire and 

stick welding, oxy-acetylene welding and cutting, 

plasma torch, electrical wiring, plumbing, diesel 

and gasoline engines, tractor operation skills, 

irrigation and pumps, and surveying.  All students 

are required to participate in FFA leadership skills 

building activities as a part of their grade (20%).  In 

addition, all students are expected to maintain a 

viable supervised agriculture education program 

as a part of their grade (20%). 

 

Agriculture Mechanics Advanced   01033  

1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 

Open to grades: 11-12   

Prerequisite:  Agriculture Mechanics 2  

Description: This course is designed to allow the 

student to apply advanced skills and knowledge in 

welding, woodworking, project design, project 

layout, and cost of material analysis, concrete, 

electricity, painting, plumbing, and fencing.  This is 

a project-based course.  All students are required 



11 
 

to participate in FFA leadership skills building 

activities as a part of their grade (20%).  In 

addition, all students are expected to maintain a 

viable supervised agriculture education program 

as a part of their grade (20%). 

 

Biology and Sustainable Ag 12582 aka Sustainable 

Ag: A Bio Approach 

1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 

Open to grade: 9 

UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 

Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or 

better grade   

Description: This course is a laboratory science 

course for the college bound student.  The course 

will emphasize detailed knowledge of the central 

concepts principles, and basic material of the 

following topics: molecular and cellular aspects of 

living things, structure and function of agricultural 

plants and animals, genetics, plant and animal 

diversity and principles of classification, ecological 

relationships, and animal behavior.  Students will 

utilize current research methods and explore 

related career opportunities.  Extensive laboratory 

experiments will be emphasized.  All students are 

required to participate in FFA leadership skills 

building activities as a part of their grade (20%).  In 

addition, all students are expected to maintain a 

viable supervised agriculture education program 

as a part of their grade (20%). 

 

Environmental Horticulture Science   01047  

1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 

Open to grades: 11; Meets Life Science grad 

requirement 

UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] 

Elective requirement with a C or better grade   

Description: The Environmental Horticulture 

Science course will provide students with theories 

and principles dealing with the science of plants 

and the environment.  Students will be able to 

understand the role of plants in our society, 

landscape, the care and maintenance of plants, 

plant physiology, nutrients and other plant growth 

requirements.  This course is intended to 

successfully prepare those students who plan on 

majoring in agricultural sciences at a four-year 

college or university. 

ARMY JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER’S 

TRAINING CORPS [JROTC] 

Army JROTC 

Open to Grades:  9-12 

Requirements: The student will be required to 

wear a uniform at least once a week.  Students 

must present a proper military appearance.  Some 

of the requirements for males would be that they 

be clean-shaven, except that a trimmed mustache 

can be worn.  No earrings will be worn during 

class, and hair will be kept short, natural color, and 

groomed.  Females, while in uniform can wear a 

conservation nail polish, and their hair must be 

styled up off of the uniform collar.  The students 

must also be able to work cooperatively with 

students of different personalities, race, and 

gender.  The student should be motivated, self-

disciplined, dependable, and work under close 

supervision. 

Army JROTC 1 13580  

1 year course – 5 PE credits per semester 

Army JROTC 2 13581 PE Credit 

1 year course – 5 PE credits per semester 

Army JROTC 3 13584  

1 year course – 5 elective credits per 

semester 

Army JROTC 4 13585  

1 year course – 5 elective credits per 

semester 

Description: The Army JROTC Program will offer 

students the opportunity to prepare for a career in 

the military, or it could lead to the selection of a 

cadet to a military academy.  The Army is one of 

the world’s largest employers, with over 200 

specialties that are offered to entry level soldiers.  

The Army has a proud history of faithful service to 

the nation.  The nation counts on the Army to be 

an organized, trained, disciplined, and versatile 

force.  The Littlerock Army JROTC Program will 

mirror these standards by providing students 

training in basic military skills.   Students will learn 

to march, conduct military ceremonies, teamwork, 
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citizenship, combat tactics, and military history.  

The Army JROTC Program will also prepare 

students to pass the Armed Services Vocational 

Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), which is required prior 

to enlistment in the military.  

ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUALIZED 

DETERMINATION [AVID]  

 
AVID 1 Grade 9 02323 
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
 
AVID 2 Grade 10 02324 
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
 
AVID 3 Grade 11 02325 
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
 
AVID 4 Grade 12 02326 
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] Elective 
requirement with a C or better grade   
Prerequisite: Entrance is by special application only 
and the desire and motivation to attend a four-year 
college upon graduation from high school. 
Description: The AVID elective courses at all grade 
levels are designed to prepare, in an academic 
context, students for entrance into four year 
colleges, with emphasis on analytical writing, 
preparation for college entrance exams (PSAT, SAT, 
ACT), college study skills and test taking, note 
taking, and research.  The course features college 
students who support student learning primarily in 
small groups in the AVID Elective class during the 
school day. 
 

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE 

 
AVID Health Survey / Healthful 
Living 03092 / 03094 
1 year course – 5 health credits 
per semester 

Open to Grade: 9–12 
Description: Healthful Living, a general health class, 
is based on the philosophy that prevention, 
education, and the application of this information 
is essential to lifelong wellness.  The course offers 
enriching experiences for the pupil to recognize the 
extensive techniques available to deal with such 
teenage experiences as low self-esteem, stress, 

peer pressure, substance use and abuse, teenage 
sexuality, and decision-making leading to 
constructive life goals.  Additional health subjects, 
such as nutrition and eating disorders, diseases, 
personal relationships, human reproduction, 
sexually transmitted diseases, and child abuse, are 
taught with an emphasis on the practical aspects of 
adjusting healthfully to life experiences.  Students 
are encouraged to discuss the various healthful 
living topics with their families.  It is our intention 
that the values and morals of the family unit are 
strengthened as a result of this parent/child 
communication.  
 
Psychology   03087  
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
Open to grades:  11-12 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] Elective 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Additional Core 
Courses 
Description: A broad overview of human behavior 
and relationships.  This course will look at how we 
relate to others; how our behavior influences and is 
influenced by others in our society.  We will 
investigate the social environment in which we live 
on an interpersonal, peer group, family, 
community, national, and global level.  Use of 
group work, outside reading and current event 
issues will make the course relevant to each 
student’s life. 
 
Psychology AP   03089  
1 year course – 5 elective credits 
per semester 
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of B in previous English class 
is highly recommended; should be proficient in 
word processing; knowledge of statistics and 
research skills beneficial; signed AP Contract 
required  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] Elective 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Additional Core 
Courses 
Description: The primary objective of this course is 
to give the students a detailed study of the 
behavior of organisms, of which man is but one.  
Students are encouraged to read extensively in one 
or more areas of interest.  Emphasis is on group 
discussions, panel discussions, in depth research 
projects, and classroom activities. 
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CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

 
Automotive Technology 1 09381  
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
Open to grades: 10-12 
Description: Automotive Technology 1 (Auto Tech) 
is a one year course.  This basic course focuses on 
the fundamentals of automotive theory and hands-
on practice.  The course is 50 percent theory and 50 
percent practical experience.  Safety and the 
proper use of tools and equipment as they relate to 
the automotive industry are constantly reinforced. 
 
Automotive Technology 2   09382  
1 year course – 5 elective credits 
per semester 
Open to grades: 11-12       
Prerequisite:  C or better in Auto Tech 1 
Description: Automotive 2 is a yearlong course.  
This advanced course focuses on expanding the 
fundamentals of automotive theory and hands-on 
practice.  The course includes an in-depth study of 
fuel delivery, electrical, and braking systems, as 
well as engine breakdown/repair and trouble 
shooting.  The course is 50 percent theory and 50 
percent practical experience.  Safety and the 
proper use of tools and equipment as they relate to 
the automotive industry are constantly reinforced. 
 
Computer Science Principles AP 
I year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
Open to grades: 9-12 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] Elective 
requirement with a C or better grade   
Description: This course is designed to be 
equivalent to a first-semester introductory college 
computing course. In this course, students will 
develop computational thinking vital for success 
across all disciplines, such as using computational 
tools to analyze and study data and working with 
large data sets to analyze, visualize, and draw 
conclusions from trends. The course is unique in its 
focus on fostering student creativity. Students are 
encouraged to apply creative processes when 
developing computational artifacts and to think 
creatively while using computer software and other 
technology to explore questions that interest them. 
They will also develop effective communication and 
collaboration skills, working individually and 
collaboratively to solve problems, and discussing 
and writing about the importance of these 
problems and the impacts to their community, 

society, and the world. It is recommended that a 
student in the AP Computer Science Principles 
course should have successfully completed a first 
year high school algebra course with a strong 
foundation on basic linear functions and 
composition of functions, and problem solving 
strategies that require multiple approaches and 
collaborative efforts. In addition, students should 
be able to use a Cartesian (x, y) coordinate system 
to represents points in a plane.  
 
Multimedia Contemporary Design 1 02089 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to grades: 9-12 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: This course will introduce students to 
effective communication approaches for the 21st 
Century; going beyond the simple written and oral 
communication to interactive multimedia using 
text, graphics, animation, video, and sound. 
Animation in 2-D format and its application in 
current industries will be an integral part of the 
class. Introduction to 3-D format background and 
character development will be incorporated, as 
well. Focus will also be placed on introducing the 
student to art, design, and the technologies of this 
new media. This integrated curriculum forms a 
solid groundwork from which students may build 
upon in Multimedia Contemporary Design 2 and is 
the first sequence of classes in the Digital Design 
and Engineering Academy.  
 

Multimedia Contemporary Design 2 
02090 
1 Year Course - 5 elective credits 
per semester 
Open to Grades: 10, 11, & 12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC 

A-G [G] Elective requirement with a C or better 
grade 
Description: Multimedia Contemporary Design 2 is 
the intermediate level course that builds on the 
students’ fundamentals from MCD I with a focus 
on the computer animation process and audio 
engineering. Students who complete this course 
will increase their drawing, computer, and 
presentation skills, necessary to obtain 
employment in the industry. They will learn about 
the industry through terminology, technique, 
further educational opportunities and job 
research. Each student will have the opportunity 
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to enter their work in school and industry 
competitions throughout the year. The student 
will leave the class with a professional portfolio of 
work that can be used for entrance to academic 
programs as well as the job market. The portfolio 
will contain a title page, table of contents, résumé, 
class notes and samples of their work. To be truly 
effective this portfolio should be updated 
throughout the semester eliminating the stress of 
a large final project and will act as a reference for 
what work the student has done and what grade 
they currently have. This multimedia class has 
been structured to reflect the California Challenge 
Standards for Visual Arts and the National 
Education Technology Standards. 

Work Experience 18701 
Open to grades:  11-12; 10 if 16 years old 
Students enrolled in General and Exploratory Work 
Experience must attend required classroom 
instruction provided by the Work Experience 
Coordinator.  Work Experience Education 
Standards are aligned with Board of Education 
approved curriculum.  Some of the topics covered 
in four semesters include State and Federal Labor 
Laws, Sexual Harassment, Workers Compensation, 
Ethics at Work, Safety at Work, Students Rights at 
Work, Credit and Credit Cards, Identity Theft 
Protection, Protecting Yourself During a Workplace 
Robbery, Personal Budgeting and Goals, Payroll 
Deductions, Taxes, Resumes, Interviewing, Job 
Applications, Employment Documents, Letters of 
Recommendations and Resignation and Career 
Research.  
 Students enrolled in Work Experience must have 
and maintain a C average /2.0 GPA with no F’s, 
along with satisfactory attendance, work at least 10 
hours a week on a regular basis with a minimum of 
200 hours per semester in order to earn 10 credits.  
The student must be 16 years old and may take 2 
semesters of this class.  Class meets one day a 
week. 

General Work Experience: This course will 
introduce the working student to the 
concepts involved in the world of work, 
and assist in their preparation and training 
with information and laws pertaining to 
the working minor.   
Students must pre-enroll with an 
enrollment packet in which all legal 
documents must be signed by the 
Parent/Guardian, the employer and the 
student.  All job sites must be pre-

approved by the Work Experience 
Coordinator prior to enrollment.  Students 
must have a job to enroll into General 
Work Experience and must have a “C” 
average or above with no “F” grades 
throughout the entire enrollment per 
AVUHSD requirements in order to hold a 
clear work permit.   
All students have an opportunity to earn 
10 elective credits per semester for a 
maximum of 40 semester credits during a 
2 year period.  Students may also be on a 
4/4 or 5/5 reduced day schedule in order 
to meet the requirements of the program.   
  
Exploratory Work Experience: This course 
assists students seeking community 
service hours and exploring career 
options.  The student is required to 
perform non-paid work activities while 
exploring the occupation on a limited, 
periodic and sampling basis.  
The length of the exploratory assignment 
may vary, depending on the aptitude of 
the student, the occupation being 
explored, the facilities of the work station 
and the job classification.  
The school district provides workers’ 
compensation insurance for the student.  
Students receive no pay but earn school 
credit.  The school district provides close 
supervision to assure that students are not 
exploited and do not replace paid 
employees.  
Students must have a voluntary position 
before enrolling into Exploratory Work 
Experience and must have a “C” average 
or above with no “F” grades throughout 
their entire enrollment per AVUHSD 
requirements, in order to earn credits.  
All students have an opportunity to earn 5 
elective credits per semester for a 
maximum of 20 semester credits during a 
2 year period.  Students may also be on a 
5/5 reduced day schedule in order to meet 
the requirements of the program.   
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ENGLISH 

Four years of English (40 credits) are required to 
meet graduation requirements; Four years of 
English with grades of C or better are required to be 
eligible to apply to a CSU or UC 

 
The prerequisite course listed with each course 
description is the strongly recommended 
background necessary for student success at that 
level.  Although the courses do have ability levels, 
the courses are not ”tracked” as students do move 
up and down levels during the high school career. 
We strongly encourage students to maintain a 
reasonable balance among academic course load, 
extracurricular activities, and personal time to 
contribute to their social and emotional well-being.   
It is extremely important for students and parents 
to make an informed decision during the 
registration process regarding which course and 
level is most appropriate for the student. 
Due to a variety of factors, the selection of a course 
and level should be considered a year-long 
commitment.  In order to maintain class sizes that 
are equitable for all students, it has become 
difficult to switch levels once the schedule has been 
completed.  As a result there can be no guarantee 
that a space will be available in another course or 
level during a preferred period. 
 
English 9 07201  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
Description: Students develop skills in higher order 
reading comprehension, language usage and 
writing, literary analysis, critical thinking, speaking 
and listening, and academic research through the 
study of literature.   
 
English 9 Honors 07202  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 9  
Prerequisites: Acceptance into class is based on 
middle school grades, SRI score of 850 or higher, 
and/or a teacher recommendation; a writing 
sample may be requested; summer reading 
assignment 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 

Description: This course covers the same materials 
as required in English 9 with an emphasis on 
extended expectations in which students, through 
the study of literature, develop skills in higher-
order reading comprehension, language usage and 
writing, literary analysis, critical thinking, speaking 
and listening, and academic research. In addition, 
literacy analysis is begun.  Writing emphasis is on 
the format essay. 
 
English 10 07211  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 10-12 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
Description: At the second level of high school 
English, students, through the study of literature, 
develop skills in higher order reading, 
comprehension, language usage and writing, 
literary analysis, critical thinking, speaking and 
listening, and academic research.  The difference 
between English 10 and subsequent English 
courses lies in the length, complexity, 
sophistication and range of source materials. 
 
English 10 Honors 07212  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 10  
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in both 
semesters of English 9 Honors or grade of B in both 
semesters of English 9 highly recommended; 
teacher recommendation; signed AP/Honors 
Contract required 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
Description: At the second level of high school 
English, students, through the study of literature, 
develop skills in higher order reading 
comprehension, language usage and writing, 
literary analysis, critical thinking, speaking and 
listening, and academic research.  The difference 
between English 10 Honors and subsequent English 
courses lies in the length, complexity, 
sophistication and range of course materials. 
 
English 11 07231  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 11-12   
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
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Description: At the third level of high school 
English, students, through the study of literature, 
develop skills in higher order reading 
comprehension, language usage and writing, 
literary analysis, critical thinking, speaking and 
listening, and academic research.  The difference 
between English 11 and subsequent English 
courses lies in the length, complexity, 
sophistication and range of source materials. 
 
English Language and Composition AP 07264  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 11  
Prerequisites: Grade of B or better in English 10 or 
C or better in English 10 Honors highly 
recommended; signed AP/Honors Contract and 
summer reading assignment required 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
Description: At the third level of high school 
English, students, through the study of literature, 
develop skills in higher order reading 
comprehension, language usage and writing, 
literary analysis, critical thinking, speaking and 
listening, and academic research.   
 
English 12 / Bible as Literature 07238  

1 year course – 5 English credits per 
semester 
Open to Grade: 12  
Prerequisites: Grade of B or better in 
both semesters of English 11 highly 
recommended  

UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
Description: The Bible is presented as a major, 
classic literary foundation piece of Western 
Civilization. It is studied as the basis of a shared 
Judeo-Christian heritage within which many of the 
laws and mores of Western Civilization find their 
origins. It is studied, also, as primary source 
material for a vast array of literary allusions in 
classic and modern literature. Students should be 
prepared to do a great deal of study, writing, and 
critical thinking. Extended reading lists include 
college-recommended material containing the 
allusions and references covered in class. The 
literature of the Old Testament and its historical 
surroundings will be presented first semester, 
while the New Testament will be the focus of the 
second semester.  

English 12 / CSU Expository Reading and Writing 
07535  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 12  
Prerequisites: C grade in English 11 recommended 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
Description: The goal of the Expository Reading and 
Writing course is to prepare college-bound seniors 
for the literacy demands of higher 
education.  Through a sequence of fourteen 
rigorous instructional modules, students in this 
rhetoric-based course develop advanced 
proficiencies in expository, analytical, and 
argumentative reading and writing.  The 
cornerstone of the course, the assignment 
template, presents a process for helping students 
read, comprehend, and respond to non-fiction and 
literary texts.  
 
English Literature and Composition AP 07265  
1 year course – 5 English credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 12  
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in English 
Language & Composition; signed AP/Honors 
Contract and summer reading assignment 
required 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [B] English 
requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: English 
Description: Students will read extensively from a 
wide range of literary works, some of which are 
taught in college-level English courses.  This course 
is also designed to prepare the student to achieve 
success on the Advanced Placement Examination in 
English Literature and Composition administered 
by the College Board. 
 
Literacy Support 1 07532  
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
Open to grades:  9 
Prerequisite:  SRI test scores below 850 
Description: Literacy Support 1 uses a district and 
state approved reading intervention program to 
support student understanding and mastery of 
essential phonics, vocabulary, grammar, reading 
comprehension, and writing skills necessary for 
academic success.  This class runs parallel to the 
ongoing English 9 class, reinforcing and supporting 
the reading, writing, listening and speaking skills 
appropriate to these grade levels as outlined by 
the California Language Arts Standards.  In 
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addition, this class provides students with cross 
curricular strategies in reading and writing to be 
taken to other content areas. 
 
Literacy Support 2 07533  
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
Open to grade:  10 
Prerequisite:  SRI test score 
Description: This course is a continuation of 
Literacy Support 1; however, students are not 
required to take Literacy Support 1 if they meet 
the prerequisite for Literacy Support 2. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

DEVELOPMENT (ELD) 

 
English Language Development 
Two Periods a day:  5 English credits & 5 elective 
credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 9–12 
Prerequisite:  Assessment Test 
Description: English Language Development is a 
program for students whose primary language is 
not English and whose English skills are below level 
4 which is fluent on the Language Assessment 
Survey.  ELD addresses student needs in self-
esteem, adjusting to American culture, and in 
understanding, speaking, reading, and writing 
Standard American English. 

 
Beginning ELD 02297 & 02290 
Description: Through language 
experience and other natural approach 
activities, students will experience 
instructional activities that integrate 
language and culture.  Students will 
participate in basic conversations, and will 
generate simple sentences and short 
paragraphs. 
 
Early Intermediate ELD 02291 & 02289 
Description: The students will acquire 
skills needed for conversing and writing in 
English.  Students will write a paragraph 
demonstrating knowledge of standard 
English grammar, punctuation, and tense.  
Through a study of literature and the core 
curriculum, students will increase 
comprehension skills. 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

One year of a Foreign Language or a Fine Art (10 credits) 
is required to meet graduation requirements; two years 
of a Foreign Language with grades of C or better are 
required to be eligible to apply to a 
CSU or UC 

 
Spanish 1   02313  
1 year course – 5 elective credits 
per semester 
Open to Grades: 9-11 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [E] 
Language requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Additional Core 
Courses 
Description: A rigorous college preparatory course 
that is based on both intentional learning and 
natural acquisition.  Students will be expected to 
practice speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
both inside and outside of class.  Vocabulary, 
communicative skills and grammar are 
emphasized.   
 
Spanish 2 02314  
1 year course – 5 elective 
credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Spanish 1  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [E] 
Language requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Additional Core 
Courses 
Description: This course is a continuation of the 
study of fundamentals of Spanish language and 
Hispanic cultures. As a University of California 
College Preparatory approved course, by the end of 
the year students are expected to be able to engage 
a sympathetic native speaker in a five minute 
conversation on general topics. 
 
Spanish Language and Composition AP 02318  
1 year course – 5 elective credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Teacher signature, or grade of C or 
better in Spanish 3, Spanish 2 Honors, or Spanish 2 
for Spanish Speakers; signed AP Contract required, 
and must be willing to take the AP exam 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [E] 
Language requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Additional Core 
Courses 
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Description: The AP Spanish Language and Culture 
course is a rigorous course taught exclusively in 
Spanish that requires students to improve their 
proficiency across the three modes of 
communication in 6 global themes. The course 
focuses on the integration of authentic resources 
including online print, audio, and audiovisual 
resources, as well as traditional print resources that 
include literature, essays, and magazine and 
newspaper articles with the goal of providing a rich, 
diverse learning experience. The themes are Global 
Challenges, Beauty and Aesthetics, Families and 
Communities, Personal and Public Identities, 
Contemporary Life, and Science and Technology. 
Students communicate using rich, advanced 
vocabulary and linguistic structures as they build 
proficiency in all modes of communication toward 
the pre-advanced level. 

 
Spanish Literature AP 02345  
1 year course – 5 elective 
credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Teacher 
signature, or grade of C or 

better in Spanish 3, Spanish 2 Honors, or Spanish 2 
for Spanish Speakers; signed AP Contract required, 
and must be willing to take the AP exam 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [E] 
Language requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Additional Core 
Courses 
Description: The AP Spanish Literature course is 
designed to provide students with a learning 
experience equivalent to that of a third-year 
college course in Peninsular and Latin American 
literature. The course is designed to introduce 
students to the formal study of a representative 
body of Peninsular and Latin American texts.  
Readings are selected from 7 centuries of 
literature, including the Medieval and Golden Age, 
Nineteenth-Century and Twentieth Century 
Literature. 

MATHEMATICS 

Three years of mathematics (30 credits) are 
required to meet graduation requirements and 
both semesters of Algebra 1 must be completed 
with a D or better to earn a high school diploma.  
Three years of mathematics with C grades or better 
are required to be eligible to apply to a CSU; four 
years are recommended to apply to a UC.  

Algebra 1 10401 (Required for graduation)  
1 year course – 5 mathematics credits per 
semester 
Open to Grades: 9–12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [C] 
Mathematics requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Mathematics 
Description: A full year course devoted to the 
development of algebraic skills as problem-solving 
tools and as the foundation for geometry and 
other college preparatory courses and entrance 
exams. Emphasis is on the development and 
recognition of problem-solving paradigms, use of 
calculator technology, logical reasoning, and the 
consistent application of formal algebraic 
techniques integrated into a variety of 
interdisciplinary, “real-world” contexts. 
 
Algebra 2   10402  
1 year course – 5 mathematics credits per 
semester 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Algebra; 9th 
grade placement acceptance into class is based on 
middle school grades, test scores, and/or teacher 
recommendations 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [C] 
Mathematics requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Mathematics 
Description: This discipline complements and 
expands the mathematical content and concepts of 
Algebra 1 and Geometry.  Students who master 
Algebra 2 will gain experience with algebraic 
solutions of problems in various content areas, 
including the solution of systems of quadratic 
equations, logarithmic and exponential functions, 
the binomial theorem, and the complex number 
system.  Algebra 2 will be presented in accordance 
with the California Standards.  Students will be 
prepared for the SAT; college placement tests; and 
mathematical courses involving Trigonometry.   
 
Calculus AB AP 10420  
1 year course – 5 
mathematics credits 
per semester 
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of C in Trig/PreCalculus or 
equivalent; signed AP Contract required 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [C] 
Mathematics requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Mathematics 
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Description: A rigorous course designed to meet 
requirements of college bound math and science 
oriented students. Student must have a strong 
background in Algebra 2, Geometry, and 
Trigonometry/PreCalculus.  Topics covered in the 
course include limits and continuity, techniques and 
applications of differentiation, and techniques and 
applications of integration. Emphasis will be placed 
on passing the AP Exam in May, which will enable the 
student to earn college credit. A graphing calculator 
is required for this course as per the College Board. 
 
Geometry 10409  
1 year course – 5 mathematics credits per 
semester 
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Algebra 2 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [C] 
Mathematics requirement with a C or better grade  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Mathematics 
Description: This course is a formal development of 
the geometric skills and concepts necessary for 
students who will take Algebra 2 and/or other 
college preparatory math courses. The course 
closely integrates algebra with fundamental 
geometric concepts: logical proof, properties of 
geometric objects (points, lines, planes, angles, 
circles, triangles, polygons, etc.), geometric 
measurement (perimeter, area, volume, etc.), 
among others. 
 
Intro to Probability and Statistics 10446  
1 year course – 5 mathematics credits per 
semester 
Open to Grade: 12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Algebra 1  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Mathematics 
Description: Introduction to Probability and 
Statistics is an introductory course to the tools of 
statistics.  This basic course in statistics is to 
introduce students to statistical ideas and their 
impact on everyday life and future fields of 
study.  Students are exposed to four broad 
conceptual themes: Producing Data, Organizing 
Data, Chance and Inference. 
 
Senior Mathematics Acceleration and Preparation 
10461  
1 year course – 5 mathematics credits per 
semester 
Open to Grade:  12 
Prerequisites:  Grade of D or better in Algebra 2 

Description: Foundation concepts for Pre-Algebra, 
Algebra I and II will include: basic understandings of 
number operations and quantitative reasoning, 
patterns, relationships, algebraic thinking, 
symbolic reasoning, functions, equations and their 
relationships, relationship between algebra and 
geometry, and underlying mathematical processes.  
Students will acquire and demonstrate knowledge 
of the concepts, definitions, properties, and 
develop the computational strategies that are 
required to meet the California State Standards for 
each of these courses.  This course’s content 
intention is to closely resemble the Course Outline 
Records of Antelope Valley College remedial 
courses: Math 65, 70 and 102.    
It is the goal of this course to have each student 
achieve earn a 70% in both the class and on the final 
for each class and be able to enter any AVC course 
beyond Math 102.  This is a 1 year course and it is 
expected that in order to receive the 4 AVC math 
credits the student be enrolled for the entire year. 
 

Statistics AP 10418  
1 year course – 5 
mathematics credits 
per semester 
Open to Grades: 11-
12  
Prerequisites: Grade 

of C or better in Algebra 2 or equivalent  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [C] 
Mathematics requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Mathematics 
Description: The purpose of the AP course in 
statistics is to introduce students to the major 
concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing and 
drawing conclusions from data. Students are 
exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 
1. Exploring Data: Describing patterns and 
departures from patterns 
2. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and 
conducting a study 
3. Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random 
phenomena using probability and simulation 
4. Statistical Inference: Estimating population 
parameters and testing hypotheses 
Students who successfully complete the course and 
exam may receive credit, advanced placement or 
both for a one-semester introductory college 
statistics course.  Emphasis is placed on taking and 
passing the AP Exam in the spring.  Students will 
need a graphing calculator as per the College Board.  
This course takes place over one school year.   
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Trigonometry/PreCalculus 
10413  
1 year course – 5 
mathematics credits per 
semester 
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in Algebra 2 or 
equivalent  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [C] 
Mathematics requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Mathematics 
Description: A study of periodic functions, circular 
functions, graphs, identities, polar coordination, 
complex numbers, matrices, and selected topics in 
analytic geometry for preparation for calculus. This 
course is needed for college majors in the fields of 
science, engineering, and mathematics and is a 
prerequisite for the study of calculus. Trigonometry/ 
Pre-Calculus will be presented in accordance with 
the California Standards. Students will be prepared 
for the SAT, college placement tests, and the SAT 9.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Two years of Physical Education (20 credits) are 
required to meet graduation requirements 
 
Physical Education (PE) 1 11486 
1 year course – 5 PE credits per 
semester 
Open to grade:  9 
Description: This required course teaches students 
to demonstrate knowledge and competency in 
motor skills, movement patterns and strategies 
needed to perform a variety of physical activities.  
Students will achieve a level of physical fitness for 
health and performance while demonstrating 
knowledge of fitness concepts, principles, and 
strategies.  Students will demonstrate knowledge 
of psychological and sociological concepts, 
principles, and strategies as they apply to learning 
and performance of physical activity.  These state 
standards will be addressed through the content 
areas of aquatics, dance/rhythms, individual and 
dual activities.   
 
Physical Education 2 11487 
1 year course – 5 PE credits per semester 
Open to grade:  10 
Description: The three state standards listed in P.E. 
1, physical skills, physical fitness, psychological and 
social aspects of physical education will be 

addressed through the content areas of combative, 
gymnastics/tumbling and team activities. 
 
Physical Education Adaptive 11489 
1 year course – 5 PE credits per semester 
Open to grades:  9-12 
Prerequisite: Doctor’s written request and IEP 
(Individualized Educational Plan) endorsed by the 
A.V.U.H.S District Nurse. 
Description: This course is designed for the student 
who is limited in the type and amount of activity 
due to a medical, health, or physical deviation. 
 
Physical Education Athletics 11490 
1 year course – 5 PE or elective credits per 
semester 
Open to grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Must be VARSITY TEAM MEMBER and 
have the permission of the Varsity coach. 

 
Physical Education 3 Dance 11496 
1 year course – 5 elective or PE credits 
per semester 
Open to grades: 11-12 

Description: Dance is an elective course designed 
for students who have successfully completed two 
years of PE 

Students will learn about dance and an 
appreciation of dance as a lifelong physical activity. 
Students will learn and practice the aspects of 
dance: alignment, balance, agility, and strength in 
the context of a variety of types of dance. Students 
will explore and engage in a variety of dance 
techniques including ballet, jazz, folk, modern, and 
tap. Students will study both the historical and 
artistic forms of the different types of dance as well 
as learn and practice different dance forms. 
Students will also gain an understanding of the 
history of dance. 

Students will also learn the skills required to 
prepare for a dance performance. 

 

Physical Education 3 Weightlifting 
11497 
1 year course – 5 elective or PE credits 
per semester 
Open to grades: 11-12 

Description: Weight training and fitness is an 
elective course that is offered to students who have 
successfully completed two years of PE 
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In this course students will learn and perform 
motor skills required in both strength training 
activities and aerobic activities. The students will 
work in cooperation with other students in training 
activities as well as spotting techniques. The 
students will learn the principles of biomechanics 
involved in safe and successful fitness training.  

Students will eventually create their own fitness 
and strength training program to meet their 
individual fitness needs. The course will focus on 
each student learning different training strategies 
in order to meet different levels of strength, power, 
and endurance. This knowledge will enable each 
student to create his/her individual training plan. 

Interaction between students is encouraged; 
students will learn how to work with a partner or in 
a group during training. Spotting techniques will be 
taught and safety will be a top priority in the class. 
At the same time, students will develop personal 
goals and will be encouraged to motivate each 
other to improve student fitness levels in the class. 
The course will stress lifetime fitness and the 
importance of a healthy lifestyle.  

 

SCIENCE 

Two years of Science (20 credits) are required to 
meet graduation requirements; one year of a 
Physical Science (10 credits) and one year of a 
Biological Science (10 credits).  CSU admissions 
eligibility is also two but with C grades or better.  UC 
eligibility is recommended three years. 
 
Anatomy / Physiology 12511 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Special Note: This course involves extensive 
dissection of cats and other anatomical parts. Do 
not take this course if you have animal allergies of 
any kind.  
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in both 
semester of Biology and Chemistry 
strongly recommended 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-
G [D] Laboratory Sciences 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: 
Natural/Physical Science 
Description: This course 
encompasses the study of the structure and 
functions of the human body.  It includes detailed 
work for students who intend to major in medicine, 

dentistry, nursing, physiotherapy, veterinary 
medicine, health, or physical education in college.  
A lab course. 
 
Biology 12513 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 
Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or better 
grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description: This course will be a one-year lecture 
and laboratory courses.  The major emphasis of the 
course will be placed on knowing and 
understanding Biological Science.  Biology will give 
the student the capability to continue their science 
training at higher levels.  This course may require 
one hour of homework at night, and a willingness 
to seek instructor help if needed. 
 
Biology AP 12530 
1 year course – 5 science credits per 
semester 
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in Biology and 
Chemistry 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 
Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or better 
grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description: Biology AP is a first-year college level 
course intended to prepare students to successfully 
pass the AP Biology test. Students must be able to 
design and carry out laboratory experiments and 
write evaluative laboratory reports. Text reading and 
problem assignments will be college level.  
 
Biomedical Innovation (PLTW) 11465 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 11  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Human Body 
Systems 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 
Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or better 
grade 
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description: By immersing students in activities like 
practicing suturing and constructing body 
structures from clay, PLTW Biomedical Science 
empowers students to build knowledge and skills in 
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biomedical science, as well as in-demand, 
transportable skills like problem solving, critical and 
creative thinking, communication, and 
collaboration.  Students build on the knowledge 
and skills gained from previous courses to design 
their own innovative solutions for the most 
pressing health challenges of the 21st century. 
 
Chemistry 12515 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Biology; 
completion of or concurrent enrollment in Algebra 
2 recommended  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 
Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or better 
grade 
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description: Chemistry is a college preparatory 
course meeting the requirements of the University 
of California.  Theoretical, quantitative, and 
laboratory approaches are used so the student may 
understand the basic concepts of chemistry.  
Students will need a calculator for homework. 
 
Chemistry AP 12516 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of B or better in Chemistry 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 
Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or better 
grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description:  The Advanced Placement Chemistry 
course is designed to be the equivalent of the 
general chemistry course usually taken during the 
first college year.  Advanced Placement Chemistry 
is an in depth study of the chemical nature or 
matter, its composition and its chemical and 
physical changes.  Mathematics are used to gain a 
better understanding of the chemical concepts 
studied.  Laboratory experimentation is extensive 
and comprehensive, and involves the application of 
chemical concepts and qualitative and quantitative 
laboratory methods at the college level.  
  
Environmental Science AP 12553 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of B or better in Biology highly 
recommended 

UC A-G Certification pending: Meets the UC A-G 
[D] Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or 
better grade 
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description: The Environmental Science AP course 
is interdisciplinary and embraces a wide variety of 
topics from different areas of study. There are 
several unifying themes that cut across the many 
topics included in the study of environmental 
science. The following themes provide a 
foundation for the structure of the AP 
Environmental Science course:(1) Science is a 
process, (2) Energy conversions underlie all 
ecological processes, (3) The Earth itself is one 
interconnected system, (4) humans alter natural 
systems, (5) Environmental problems have a 
cultural and social context, and (6) human survival 
depends on developing practices that will achieve 
sustainable systems. The course includes lectures, 
demonstrations, discussions, research projects, 
probes, in-class assignments, homework, hands on 
labs and fieldwork are all methods of instruction. 
 
Human Body Systems (PLTW) 12577 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to Grade: 10  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Principles of 
Biomedical Science  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 
Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or better 
grade 
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description: Second course in the Project Lead the 
Way (PLTW) pathway.  Students examine the 
interactions of human body systems as they 
explore identity, power, movement, protection, 
and homeostasis. Students design experiments, 
investigate the structures and functions of the 
human body, and use data acquisition software to 
monitor body functions such as muscle movement, 
reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. 
Exploring science in action, students build organs 
and tissues on a skeletal manikin, work through 
interesting real world cases and often play the roles 
of biomedical professionals to solve medical 
mysteries. 
 
Medical Interventions (PLTW) 12576 
Open to Grade: 11  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Biomedical 
Innovations  
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UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [D] 
Laboratory Sciences requirement with a C or better 
grade 
NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 

Description: Third course in the PLTW pathway.  

Medical Interventions (MI) allows students to 

investigate the variety of interventions involved in 

the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of disease 

as they follow the lives of a fictitious family. A 

“How-To” manual for maintaining overall health 

and homeostasis in the body, the course will 

explore how to prevent and fight infection, how to 

screen and evaluate the code in our DNA, how to 

prevent, diagnose, and treat cancer, and how to 

prevail when the organs of the body begin to fail. 

Through these scenarios students will be exposed 

to the wide range of interventions related to 

immunology, surgery, genetics, pharmacology, 

medical devices, and diagnostics. Each family case 

scenario will introduce multiple types of 

interventions, reinforce concepts learned in the 

previous two courses, and present new content. 

Interventions may range from simple diagnostic 

tests to treatment of complex diseases and 

disorders. These interventions will be showcased 

across the generations of the family and will 

provide a look at the past, present, and future of 

biomedical science. Lifestyle choices and 

preventive measures are emphasized throughout 

the course as well as the important role that 

scientific thinking and engineering design play in 

the development of interventions of the future.  

Students practice problem solving with structured 

activities and progress to open-ended projects and 

problems that require them to develop planning, 

documentation, communication, and other 

professional skills. 

 
Principles of Biomedical Science (PLTW) 12561 
1 year course – 5 science credits per semester 
Open to grade: 9  
Prerequisites: Acceptance into class is based on 
middle school grades, SRI score of 850 or higher; 
desire to be in a rigorous college-prep course 

NCAA Approved Core Course: Natural/Physical 
Science 
Description: First course in Project Lead the Way 
Pathway.  Students investigate various health 
conditions including heart disease, diabetes, sickle-
cell disease, hypercholesterolemia, and infectious 
diseases. They determine the factors that led to the 
death of a fictional person, and investigate lifestyle 
choices and medical treatments that might have 
prolonged the person’s life. The activities and 
projects introduce students to human physiology, 
medicine, and research processes. This course 
provides an overview of all the courses in the 
Biomedical Sciences program and lay the scientific 
foundation for subsequent courses.  
 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Three years of Social Science (30 credits) are 
required to meet graduation requirements; One 
year of World History (10 credits), one year of U.S. 
History (10 credits), one semester of Civics (5 
credits) and one semester of Economics (5 credits). 
To meet CSU or UC admissions eligibility 
requirements, a C grade or better must be earned 
in 10 credits of US History; C grade or better in 10 
credits of World History or 5 in World History and 5 
in Civics. 

 
Civics 16623 
1 semester course – 5 civics credits  
Open to Grade: 12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [A] History 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: The basic requirement for a 
democracy is an informed population.  Civics builds 
upon student’s knowledge of U.S. History to 
explore the working of government including the 
Constitution, the court system, federal, state and 
local government. 
 
Economics 16624 
1 semester course – 5 economics credits  
Open to Grade: 12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] Elective 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: Economics is a course which 
introduces students to the world of money and 
finance. Students learn about various aspects of the 
economy—from balancing a checkbook to 
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balancing the national deficit.  This course helps to 
prepare the student to function in our market 
economy. 
 
Economics Honors 16629 
1 semester course – 5 economics credits  
Open to Grade: 12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] Elective 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: This course sequencing is the 
semester after Government Politics US AP with the 
primary purpose of “understanding the nature of 
the economic forces that are upsetting our lives”.  
 
Government and Politics; US AP 16628 
1 semester course – 5 civics credits  
Open to Grade: 12  
Prerequisites: Grade of B or better in junior level 
history class strongly recommended or teacher 
signature  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [A] History 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: An effective Advanced Placement 
course in American Government and Politics is 
designed to give students a critical perspective on 
government and politics in the United States. This 
course involves both the studies of general 
concepts used to interpret American politics and 
the analysis of specific case studies. It also requires 
familiarity with the various institutions, groups, 
beliefs, and ideas that make up the American 
political reality. This course sequencing includes a 
semester of Economics with the primary purpose of 
“understanding the nature of the economic forces 
that are upsetting our lives”.  
 
Human Geography AP   
1 year course – 5 elective credits 
each semester  
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in World History 
and English 10 highly recommended 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [G] Elective 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: This is a one-year course that will 
introduce the student to the dynamic patterns of a 
changing world and examine the impact of 
globalization on the human race. Within 
components of culture and geography, students 
will study the physical environment and the fluid 

population that modifies it. This course will 
introduce and examine demographics, land use, 
migrations, political and linguistic cultures, rural 
sprawl, and urbanization, as well as global 
disparities in health and nutrition. Students will use 
the perspective of scale, location, and resource to 
investigate issues confronting modern society and 
develop higher-level problem-solving. The 
curriculum is designed to prepare students for the 
AP examination.  
 
Sociology  
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 11-12  
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: Sociology is a college-prep elective 
class. Students will engage in an exploration of that 
social science devoted to studying people and their 
life in groups. In this course students will examine 
how people behave in groups and how group 
interaction shapes both individual and group 
behaviors. Students will increase their 
understanding of social organizations, cultural 
differences and ethnicity, segregation, prejudice, 
and racism. Students will also learn about collective 
behavior, the general functions of education and 
marriage and the family, the function of law, and 
the problem of crime and delinquency. Finally, 
students will analyze the problem of poverty and 
other various social dilemmas.  
 
United States History 16619 
I year course – 5 History credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 11  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [A] History 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: A conventional survey of American 
History studying the important ideas and concepts 
that have developed in our changing society. This 
course meets the district’s requirement for 
graduation. Coursework utilizes textbooks, 
paperback books, and supplementary library 
materials. Emphasis is upon a sound understanding 
of the principles of the heritage which have made 
present day American life possible.  
 
United States History AP 
1 year course – 5 History 
credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 11  
Prerequisites: Grade of B in World History and 
English 10 or grade of C in World History Honors 
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and English 10 Honors strongly recommended; 
signed AP contract required   
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [A] History 
requirement with a C or better grade   
Description: A seminar class based on a 
conventional survey of American History focusing 
on studying and analyzing the important ideas and 
concepts that have developed in our changing 
society.  An emphasis will be placed upon a sound 
understanding of the principles of heritage, which 
have made present day American life possible.  This 
course will utilize textbooks, paperbacks, many 
supplementary library materials and appropriate 
audio visual aids for purposes of discussion.  The 
course meets the district requirements for 
graduation and will prepare the student for the 
advanced placement test for use at any 
participating university.  
 
World History 16622 
1 year course – 5 History credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 10  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [A] History 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: In this course, students examine major 
turning points in the shaping of the modern world 
from ancient times to the present, with major 
emphasis on the twentieth century.  The course will 
begin with an examination of current world issues 
and will proceed to connect with students’ past 
learning by studying the rise of democratic ideas.  
Other major topics will include: The Industrial 
Revolution, the rise of Imperialism and Colonialism, 
World War I, Totalitarianism in the 20th Century, 
the Second World War, and Nationalism in the 
contemporary world. 
 
World History AP    16653 
1 year course – 5 History credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 10  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [A] History 
requirement with a C or better grade   
NCAA Approved Core Course: Social Science 
Description: A seminar class based on a survey of 
civilization starting with ancient China, India, 
Greece, and Rome through the end of the 20th 
century.  Other areas of discussion will be the 
spread of religions throughout the world, the 
changes in civilization in Asia, Europe, Africa, and 
the Americas.  Further emphasis is place on the 
industrialization of society and the major social, 
political, and economic changes during the 19th and 

20th century.  This course will utilize textbooks, 
audio-visual and supplementary materials as 
primary source documents in helping to aid 
discussions.  The course meets the district 
requirements for graduation.  This course will 
prepare the student to take the Advance Placement 
test at the end of the year.  The Advance Placement 
Tests are used by participating universities as credit 
for college classes. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 

 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
ESS, TMH and SED programs are available ONLY 
with an Individualized Educational Program 
(IEP).  RSP students will be mainstreamed and 
receive resource services within the Strategies for 
Success classes.  

  
Strategies for Success 9 17726 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 9 
Description:  This course is for 9th grade students 
who need a resource support class per their IEP or 
504 plans.  The course emphasizes organizational 
and study skills along with an infusion of learning 
strategies (AVID based) along with reinforcement 
of core classes.     

 
Strategies for Success 10 17727  
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 10 
Description:  This course is for 10th grade 
students who need a resource support class per 
their IEP or 504 plans.  This course is designed to 
reinforce learning strategies (AVID based), review 
the English Language Arts and Math standards 
found on the CAHSEE along with supporting the 
core classes.    

                 
Strategies for Success 11 17727 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 11 
Description: This course is for 11th grade students 
who need a resource support class per their IEP or 
504 plans.  The course emphasizes a transition 
curriculum that helps prepare the student for post 
high school. The course also provides practice in 
learning strategies (AVID based) and support of 
core classes.   
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Strategies for Success 12 17640  
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 12 
Description: This course is for 12th grade students 
who need a resource support class per their IEP or 
504 plans.  The course emphasizes a transition 
curriculum, completion of graduation 
requirements, and preparing for post high school 
outcomes.  
 

VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS 

One year of a Foreign Language or a Fine Art (10 
credits) is required to meet graduation 
requirements.  To meet CSU and UC admissions 
eligibility requirements, a C grade or better in a 
year of an approved VAPA is required. 
 
Art 1   02031 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: An overview of art methods, 
aesthetics and art history.  Students create original 
and interpretive works in a variety of media. 
 
Art 2   02032 
1 year course – 5 elective 
credits each semester 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of C or better in Art 1 or 
Drawing 1   
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: An overview of art methods, 
aesthetics and art history.  Students create original 
and interpretive works in a variety of media. 
For students who have a definite interest or 
growing commitment to art making. Art 2 is both 
rigorous and demanding with written and artistic 
interpretation and more complex works that 
focuses on media, process and refinement. 
 
Ceramics 1 02035 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Completion of Art 1 or Drawing 1 
required, with a C grade or better highly 
recommended 

UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: This course for beginning art students 
introduces basic hand building techniques.  
Concentration is on developing skills, awareness of 
methods and materials, and the possibilities of 
working with clay.  Students will be introduced to 
several clay bodies and explore techniques for 
developing surface treatments. 
 
Ceramics 2 02036 
1 year course – 5 elective credits 
each semester  
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better 
in Ceramics 1  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC 
A-G [F] Visual / Performing Arts requirement with a 
C or better grade   
Description: Students create decorative and 
functional works to suit individual aesthetic needs.  
Concentration on the wheel as a primary tool for 
creating forms.  Intermediate level study of clay 
technology, hand construction and decorative 
processes.  Students learn a body of knowledge 
specific to ceramics and refine basic skills with 
concept-driven assignments designed to promote 
creativity. 
 
Concert Band* 02429 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 9  
Prerequisites: Basic proficiency on a wind or 
percussion instrument  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: Designed for the preparation and 
performances of concert and marching music. 
Public performances (concerts, music festivals, 
parades, field shows) are required of all members. 
Concurrent enrollment in Marching Band/P.E. is 
required unless approved by director. Remember, 
all members are required to participate in all 
performances. 
 
Drama 1 02294 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 9-12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
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Description: Drama 1 is an introductory course for 
acting, technical theater, and performing arts 
careers.  There are opportunities to perform in 3 to 
4 main stage productions each year, compete in 2 
or more major Drama competitions, and to see 
local theater performances at group discount rates.  
This is a performance-based class; students must 
maintain eligibility so that lack of the ability to 
perform does not adversely affect their Drama 
grade.  Membership in the International Thespian 
Society is possible after one semester of work. 
 
Drama 2 02295 
1 year course – 5 elective 
credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D 
or better in Drama 1 or teacher signature  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: Drama 2 will continue the exploration 
of acting techniques.  The major focus of this course 
is to present regular theatrical performances and 
educational skits for the student body.  Various 
acting styles will be studied and developed.  
Students enrolled in this course should be able to 
make a serious commitment of time and energy to 
theater arts.  This is a performance-based class; 
students must maintain eligibility so that lack of the 
ability to perform does not adversely affect their 
Drama grade.  After school and some Saturday 
rehearsals are required.  Successful participation in 
this course makes Honor Thespian Status a 
possibility. 
 
Drama 3 02296 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Drama 2 or 
teacher signature  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: Students enrolled in Drama 3 will 
write and direct plays.  In acting, they will perform 
at the highest level.  Activities will include: Major 
roles in main stage productions, Festival 
Competition on the local, state and national level, 
directing, assistant directing and production 
assistant.  This is a performance-based class; 
students must maintain eligibility so that lack of the 
ability to perform does not adversely affect their 

Drama grade.  Scholarships and Honor Thespian 
Status are a possibility.  After school and some 
Saturday rehearsals are required. 
 
Drama 4 02330 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grade: 12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Drama 3 or 
teacher signature  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: For the advanced and serious Drama 
student.  
 
Drawing 1 02043 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 9-12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description:  Following Art 1, students are to 
explore drawing media in more depth.  Various 
styles and subjects will be used in structured 
assignments.  Drawing techniques will be learned in 
a progression of assignments using a variety of 
materials including pencils, charcoal, chalk, pastels, 
pen and, ink.  During the second half of the year, 
students will be encouraged to expand their style 
and technique in the drawing medium. Students 
will be encouraged to strive for show quality work 
and expression of lasting significance.  Assignments 
of a class nature will prevail with composition and 
theory presented to produce complete ideas. In 
drawing, a wide range of subject matter will be 
explored with encouragement of individual 
expression and expertise within a chosen medium.  
 
Drawing 2 02044 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Drawing 2 or 
teacher signature  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description:  An advanced drawing course to 
increase the understanding of concepts and to 
improve skills.  Study of composition, tonality, 
space, light and perspective.  Imaginative risks will 
be encouraged.  Drawings that follow specific 
interests such as surrealism, portraiture, or 
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landscape are to be emphasized.  Black and white, 
color, or more fluid media will be used in projects. 
 
Jazz Ensemble* 02434 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Advanced music reading skills are 
required; audition and/or special permission of 
instructor; students must be enrolled in Concert 
Band or Symphonic Band (except for Guitar, Bass or 
Piano)  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: This is a course in understanding and 
performing music encountered by the modern 
commercial musician including jazz, pop, and rock. 
Public performances and festivals are required of 
all members. Open to students playing trumpet, 
trombone, saxophone, guitar, string or electric 
bass, piano, and drums.  
 
Marching Band   
1st semester course – 5 
elective credits 02435, or  
1st semester course – 5 PE credits 11494 for 
grades 9 & 10 
Open to Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisites: Pre-season attendance, 2 week 
extensive band training session.  
Description: This course is designed for students 
who play a band instrument and are interested in 
the total range of band music and activities.  
Students will improve instrumental skills as well as 
acquire skills in precision teamwork, body carriage, 
musicianship, and showmanship. 

 
Painting 1 02051 
1 year course – 5 elective 
credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 10-12  
Prerequisites: Completion of Art 1 or Drawing 1 
required, with a C grade or better highly 
recommended 
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: Students are introduced to painting 
materials and concepts, technique exercises, color 
theory, and design.  
Painting techniques and composition are 
emphasized to expand the skills of the student.  
Projects will be offered in different subject matter: 

landscape, portrait, and seascape, for example.  
Students may divide their time between structured 
assignments and occasionally creating their own 
projects at their own pace. 
 
Painting 2 02052 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 11-12  
Prerequisites: Grade of D or better in Painting 1  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Description: Painting techniques and composition 
are emphasized to expand the skills of the student.  
Projects will be offered in different subject matter: 
landscape, portrait, and seascape, for example.  
Students may divide their time between structured 
assignments and occasionally creating their own 
projects at their own pace. 
 
Percussion Ensemble* 02441 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 9-12  
Prerequisites: Band Director Signature; must have 
experience on drums or mallet instrument 
Description: Percussion ensemble is an 
instrumental music course integrating the 
instruments of the percussion family into the 
instruction and training of students in the primary 
roles of musical communication:  composer, 
performer, and analytical listener.  Emphasis in this 
course is placed on analysis of compositional 
techniques, acquisition and development of 
instrumental performance techniques and skills, 
and the development of aural skills necessary in 
recognizing unity, balance and ensemble 
cohesiveness within a musical ensemble and as a 
solo performer.  Assessment will consist of teacher 
and peer evaluation as well as performances both 
during the school and outside of school.   
 
Show Corps*  
Open to Grades: 9-12  
PE 11494 1 year course – 5 PE credits each 
semester, or 
VAPA 02464 1 year course – 5 elective credits each 
semester 
UC A-G Certification: VAPA code meets the UC A-G 
[F] Visual / Performing Arts requirement with a C or 
better grade   
Prerequisites: By audition only; placement requires 
instructor signature  
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Special Note: All students are required to complete 
at least two years of PE in order to graduate.  
Marching Band and Show Corps may be used to 
satisfy one semester only, each year, for this PE 
requirement.   
Description: A course with emphasis on 
coordination of body movement to music and 
physical condition.  Performances include field 
competition, parades, concerts, festival, and all 
home football games.  The Spring Semester places 
emphasis on festivals and parades.   
 
Symphonic Band* 02443 
1 year course – 5 elective credits each semester  
Open to Grades: 10-12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   

Prerequisite: Band director approval; members are 
required to participate in all performances. 
 
Wind Ensemble 02447 
2nd semester course – 5 elective credits 
Open to Grades: 10-12  
UC A-G Certification: Meets the UC A-G [F] Visual / 
Performing Arts requirement with a C or better 
grade   
Prerequisite: Band director approval; members are 
required to participate in all performances.   
 
*NOTE: Enrollment in any band course also 
requires concurrent enrollment in Marching Band.  
Marching Band is held daily from 6:30 a. m. – 7:20 
a. m.  Students must provide their own 
transportation to school.  (AVUHSD policy) 

 


